Normandale Residents Association

Notes from the meeting held Wednesday 19th May 2010 at St.Aidan’s. Commencing  7.39p.m.    

Present:, Pete Matcham (chair), Margaret Cousins, Mel Galletly, Grant Roberts, Caroline Dunbar. 

Apologies: Alice Cleland

Notes: for meeting Thursday 22nd April 2010 had been circulated electronically.  Agreed as correct.                                                                                                                       

Matters Arising: To be dealt with under the agenda.

Correspondence:  In:

· LTCCP to Pete from HCC 

· Confirmation of funding from Community Engagement Fund for Western & Central Ward for the skateboard ramp.

· The money for the rhododendron and azalea planting was also granted and went directly to the Maungaraki Residents Association.

· Grant received a copy of a letter from JS Olsen that he had sent to HCC & GWRC. Re subdivision construction clearance on his boundary.  Agreed Grant would write on our behalf to both these councils and request the relevant original Resource Consents.   Margaret would also make enquiries from Paul Duffin and see what has been done.

LTCCP Discussion: 

Pete will complete the form on our behalf hereunder a few of the jotted notes in connection with the form.

· Suggest we mention the reduction in service as regards the berms at the entrance to Normandale.   The contractor has not mown these due to a minor rock-fall.   It needs to be cleared so the contractor will mow again….

· Suggest McKenzie Pool be commenced this year and completed in the next financial year so the complete cost is spread.  2010/11 & 2011/12.

· suggest work be done on a risk priority basis regarding storm-water drains and flood-risk.  Support for improvement of Waiwhetu Stream and Gracefield stormwater.

· Insufficient info re the Dowse car park /plazza plan.

· Although financial restraint is admirable the expectation is that HCC will spend money to improve the services!

· Transforming CBD – Pete will comment.

· A Margaret Street bridge will affect Melling.    A promenade connecting the CBD and river bank sounds OK.     It is good to have cycle ways included.

· Underground wiring would be great everywhere!

· Vision for the city. - Re selling Kensington Avenue.   This sounds a good idea and a win win for Plunket to move to the alternative site offered.

· Gambling Policy.   Options 3 & 5 seemed to be favoured but change the ratio to the same as Wellington.  That is no increase and a sinking lid policy.    However there was some discussion on the general impact for positives with the money clubs received from the machines which had not been taken into account when considering the negative impact of gambling machines on the social environment.  

· Substandard road programme.   This is dependent to some degree on the leaky homes situation and how much Councils will have to contribute to these.    Because the Councils have a collective Insurance deal all city councils throughout NZ will have to pay toward the solution of leaky homes even though there may be few in our particular area.     

· The main out-fall sewer has many joints that need repairing.    There is no room under the road to allow for alternative pipes.

· Transit are doing a study on Melling Bridge.

· Wellington Regional Broadband.   HCC really needs to get out of Smart-link.    They need a smart exit strategy!

· Comment on Community Boards and Ward Committees. In some areas these groups have worked well in others they seem a waste.    This would indicate personnel is a big factor in success in liasoning.    Perhaps if members were elected rather than appointed it would improve.   Liasoning is a two-way thing maybe resident’s associations need to be proactive in seeking information from and having input into, the meetings.  The meetings are advertised on the Council web-site.

Skateboard ramp repair:  

We need a construction plan which can be approved by Craig Cotterill at HCC.   Suggest we advertise in the Normandale Times for someone to do this as Pete is too busy at present.    We will pay the person if required.   HCC had received an email from a young person in favour of having the ramp repaired.

A.G.M.: Friday 18th June 2010.    St.Aidan’s. 7.30p.m. Pete will ask Peter Glensor to speak.    Committee please note supper is required!

Poto Road.

Information from HCC is going to Alice and Grant re this matter and Alice has been forwarding on material as she receives it.   Further submissions had been received including those from the NRA.  There has been no further communication from HCC recently.   The position remains that an independent commissioner to hear submissions has not yet been appointed.

· Alice asked that we think of some way to acknowledge the work of the volunteers who had walked the streets and collected signatures for the petition.   Suggestion:- we ask these folk to our Christmas gathering.

· Finance:

Grant had prepared a printed detailed statement for the committee.

The current position from the May bank statement is:-

Westpac: $1,443.13
Raboplus: $4,983.30:
Total (excl.grants): $5,906.43:
  HCC grant.$520.

Balance on May 19th including extra subscriptions and subtracting payments and grants = $5,846.78

Grant will prepare a Financial Report for the AGM.                        



Grant/Mel

Rhododendron and Azalea Planting.  Suzy Austin had a group of about a dozen helping to clear the weeds sprayed by the HCC on Saturday morning 15th May at the entrance to Normandale from the bridge.   Thank you to the volunteers.     6 small truckloads of weeds were taken to the recycling bins in Seaview.     Another weed-spraying will occur and another clear-up before planting in July.   Feel free to clear weeds any spare time you have!   The volunteers came from both Maungaraki and Normandale.

Web-site Report: Mel reported this facility was doing well.   Thanks to HCC for providing the Link.

Mel suggested a debate sometime of :-  People enjoy radio more than Television.

General Business:

· Alice had asked about goals for the NRA and if discussion should be encouraged re these at the AGM.    Currently the goals are to a) support community initiatives, b) to respond to HCC and Regional councils  c) to help  to organize usual annual events such as the Inorganic Rubbish collection and the Christmas Parade.   d) To maintain the web-site.  

  Does this cover the situation adequately or is further discussion required? 

· If the Commission rejects the plan change of the HCC we will need to look at how we plan for the play areas etc.

· Meeting Closure:   Meeting closed at 9.45p.m..

Next Meeting: To be decided by the incoming committee following the AGM.

