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Next NRA meeting:  
21st August 2025 

7:30pm at St Aidan’s on 
the Hill. All association 

members welcome.

The 2nd half of the year has started with 
a bang for Predator Free Normandale. A 
weasel trapped in upper Normandale, and 
a stoat trapped by the Normandale Bridge. 
Not what we want in our neighbourhood, 
but we hope that means a few more birds 
can nest easily this spring. As for the first 
half of the year, here is a table of recorded 
pests removed from Normandale between 
January and June 2025.

For anyone interested in joining Predator Free Normandale to help increase bird life in the suburb, 
tunnels and traps are available for $10 each. These can be picked up from Normandale School or 
contact Nicole at pfnormandale@gmail.com. Special thanks to Predator Free New Zealand for 
allowing us to be able to supply Normandale residents tunnels and traps at below cost price.

Predator Free Normandale



HCC’s community engagement team is busy developing a new framework to improve the 
opportunities for us to have direct input into Council decision making, and as your President, I 
have been meeting them, along with other community group representatives. Currently a draft 
has been produced, with a supporting ‘Action Plan’. In my view both are an admirable start. The 
overall aim is to promote a collaborative approach, with a devolution of power and decision 
making to community level, an approach that has been shown to work overseas, but which runs 
foul of the entrenched system.

It won’t be straightforward, ideas like responding quickly to change by continuous evolution and 
adapting ‘on the fly’ as new information comes to light, is impossible in a regime that requires 
both budget and objectives to be set in stone a year beforehand via the Annual plan. Nonetheless 
there seems to be a genuine commitment by senior staff which means it should survive any 
changes at governance level as a result of the election. It is now up to communities to grab the
opportunity and work together to ensure that ideas like the design of projects being community 
lead, and participatory budgeting where the community choose how funds are spent are adopted 
and used.
 - Pete Matcham, Normandale Residents’ Association president

Hutt City Council Community engagement - president’s update

Normandale community garden- yay or nay?

Community gardening involves a group of people sharing a piece of land to plant, grow, and tend 
to food, flowers, or herbs. It fosters a sense of community, provides a space for people to connect 
and learn about gardening, and can offer fresh produce. A community garden can be divided into 
individual plots that members use or work and produce can be shared. Every community garden 
is different. In New Zealand, community gardens can range from small urban plots to larger 
suburban or rural spaces.

The survey gauging interest in a Normandale community garden is still live! 
If you would like to be part of a community garden group in Normandale, or 
have a suggestion for where a plot could be, please use the link below or the 
QR code and let us know.  https://tinyurl.com/nragarden
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•  FERTILISATION
•  POLLINATION
•  SUNSHINE
•  GARDENER
•  COMPOSTING
•  FLOWERS
•  GREENHOUSE
•  VEGETABLES
•  MULCHING
•  SILVERBEET
•  LADYBUG
•  OREGANO
•  WHEELBARROW
•  ASPARAGUS
•  BUTTERFLIES
•  ROSEMARY
•  TOMATOES
•  AUBERGINE
•  JALAPEÑO
•  LETTUCE
•  SEASONAL
•  PLANTING
•  WORMS    •   FENNEL
•  POTATO    •   PARSLEY
•  SLUGS      •   SNAILS
•  CARROT   •   BASIL
•  SHOVEL    •   TROWEL
•  SPINACH   •  HARVEST 
•  CABBAGE  •   THYME
•  RHUBARB  •   CHIVES 

A gander at gardens
Find the names of some of things 
associated with gardening.

Chrissy Kibblewhite
021 244 6784  |  chrissy@ckandco.nz

40 Epuni Street, Lower Hutt
BIG, BOLD AND BURSTING

- Four bedrooms, Bathroom, ensuite & guest bathroom
- Two living areas
- Large kitchen and formal dining area
- Double garage and swimming pool
- Renovators Dream 

 BEO $900,000


